Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan Consultation Representation
Date: 18/06/2026

Re: Recognition of Laugharne as an Important Retail and Service Centre

Dear Sir/Madam,

Laugharne Township Community Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Revised
Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan.

The Community Council wishes to express its concern that Laugharne's role as a retail and service
centre is not sufficiently recognised within the settlement and town-centre hierarchy of the Local
Development Plan.

Laugharne is one of Carmarthenshire's historic towns and is recognised by Carmarthenshire County
Council as one of the County's Ten Towns. It possesses a distinctive town centre which provides a
range of retail, hospitality, tourism and community services that support both local residents and
visitors throughout the year. The town serves not only its resident population but also a wider rural
hinterland and a substantial seasonal visitor economy which is growing year-on-year. There is
substantial planned growth in visitor accommodation including Dylan Thomas resort, Tipis and
further holiday lets to be realised over the coming year or two. There is a Nationally renowned
Literary and Arts Festival: The Laugharne Weekend where large numbers of visitors attend.

The Community Council considers that the current planning framework places significant emphasis
on Laugharne's heritage and tourism functions, while giving insufficient weight to its continuing role
as a centre for local shopping, independent businesses, hospitality enterprises and community
facilities. The vitality and viability of these businesses are essential to the sustainability of the town
and contribute significantly to the local economy.

We therefore request that the Local Development Plan:

e Formally recognises Laugharne's role as an important local retail and service centre within
the County's settlement hierarchy.

e Acknowledges the contribution made by the town's independent businesses, shops,
hospitality venues and community services to the economic and social wellbeing of the area.

e Supports policies that protect and enhance the vitality and viability of Laugharne as a town
centre.

e Ensures that future planning decisions take account of the need to sustain and strengthen
the retail function of the town alongside its heritage and tourism role.

e Recognises that a thriving town centre is essential to maintaining Laugharne's character,
which will subsequently support local employment opportunities and reduce the need for
residents and visitors to travel elsewhere for goods and services.

The Community Council believes that greater recognition of Laugharne's retail and service-centre
function would better reflect the town's historic status, its importance within the Ten Towns
programme, and its ongoing contribution to the economy and community life of Carmarthenshire.



We respectfully request that the Council review the settlement and town-centre hierarchy within the
Local Development Plan to ensure that Laugharne is afforded appropriate recognition and policy
support as a town centre serving both residents and visitors.

Yours faithfully,

I (e

Laugharne Township Community Council

Appendix 1

Matters Arising Changes
Amend Policy SP2 as follows:

Strategic Policy — 5P 2: Retail and Town Centres

Proposals for retail and other town centre use develog will be idered in d with the following retail hi hy and the provisions below:

Sub Regional - High Order Town Centre Carmarthen

Llanelli
Mid Order Town Centres
Ammanford
Burry Port
Llandeilo
Llandovery
Lower Order Town Centres
Newcastle Emlyn
St. Clears

Whitland






