








The LDP therefore fails on the following tests of soundness. The LDP cannot be deemed 

‘appropriate’ if many of its core housing and employment allocations conflict directly with 

statutory environmental duties. By allocating growth in areas where wastewater treatment 

works lack the capacity or mechanism to strip nutrients to permissible levels, there is a 

considerable risk of further ecological degradation of protected waters. 

In terms of ‘deliverability’ and to be deemed ‘sound’, the LDP must be realistic and 

deliverable over the plan period. The ‘nutrient budget calculator’ is a tool that merely 

quantifies the problem - it does not provide a universal panacea. In the absence of 

functional, catchment-wide strategic mitigation, such as integrated wetlands or sewerage 

infrastructure upgrades, subsequent residential planning applications, within these affected 

catchments will likely fail the ‘Appropriate Assessment’ stage. Transferring these 

unresolved issues to developers at the planning application stage will completely stall 

delivery, rendering the LDP's housing strategy undeliverable. 

A procedural pause is considered necessary, at least until the Welsh Government working 

group(s) has published its findings. A failure to temporarily pause matters may result in post-

adoption legal challenge and would exacerbate market uncertainty. It is important to ensure 

that the Welsh Government working group findings are properly integrated with the LDP’s 

infrastructure delivery plan.  

In conclusion, the Inspectors are respectfully requested to exercise their procedural 

authority to pause the LDP process until a definitive, strategic mitigation mechanism can be 

implemented and a revised HRA, compatible with achieving nutrient neutrality/reduction 

across the affected SAC catchment, is in place. 

Progressing the LDP while nitrate SAC issues remain unresolved is a high-risk option that 

impacts legal soundness and ecological responsibility. 

The fundamental development plan principle of providing informed guidance and certainty 

for developers will regrettably be significantly undermined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 












